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Resignations and Appointments

Erection of the ecclesiastical province of Dili, East Timor, and appointment of the first metropolitan archbishop

The Holy Father has erected the ecclesiastical province of Dili, East Timor, elevating the diocese of the same
name to a Metropolitan Church; it will have as suffragans the dioceses of Baucau and Maliana, and has
appointed Bishop Virgilio do Carmo da Silva, S.D.B., of Dili, as the first metropolitan archbishop.

Statistical Data

The diocese of Dili occupies the central part of East Timor. It has an area of 4,775 km2, and is divided into five
districts. There are 630,176 Catholics, out of a total of 667,331 inhabitants (94.4%), served in 30 parishes, There
are 149 priests (63 diocesan, 86 religious). There are 132 men religious and 432 nuns, and 98 major
seminarians. The diocese also counts on the service of many catechists.

The new ecclesiastical province of Dili in East Timor will have as suffragans the dioceses of Baucau and
Maliana.

[Diocesee IDili [Baucau [Maliana
Area (km2) 4.775 5.097 3.141
Inhabitants 667.331 322.300 268.822
Catholics 630.176 320.255 267.206
Parishes 30 21 11
locesan priests 63 31 16
Religious priests 86 34 29
Men religious 132 214 50
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