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Message of the Holy Father signed by the Cardinal Secretary of State for the 44th European
meeting of young people organised by the Taizé Community

The following is the message sent on behalf of the Holy Father Francis by Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro
Parolin for the 44th European meeting of young people, organised by the Taizé Community:

Message

DEAR FRIENDS,

THE PANDEMIC IS PREVENTING YOU, ONCE AGAIN, FROM GATHERING TOGETHER AT THE END OF
THE YEAR FOR THE 44th EUROPEAN YOUTH MEETING HELD BY THE TAIZE COMMUNITY, AS
PLANNED. YOU WILL HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL JULY TO GO TO TURIN TO LIVE THIS MOMENT OF
FRATERNITY WITH JOY. THE HOLY FATHER IS PRAYING WITH THIS INTENTION, BUT NOW HE IS
UNITED IN THOUGHT AND PRAYER WITH ALL OF YOU PRESENT ONLINE, AND HE SENDS YOU HIS
WARMEST GREETINGS.

YOUR MEETING IS TAKING PLACE AT A TIME OF GREAT CONCERN. MANY PEOPLE ARE ASKING
THEMSELVES: DOES OUR PLANET HAVE A FUTURE? WHAT RESPONSIBILITIES DO WE HAVE TO
ASSUME IN ORDER TO SAFEGUARD IT AND MAKE THE EARTH HABITABLE? AT A TIME OF INCREASING
POLARISATION, HOW CAN WE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR THEME FOR THE COMING YEAR,
"BECOME ARTISANS OF UNITY"?

INSTEAD OF GIVING IN TO DEFEATISM AND AVOIDING THESE QUESTIONS, YOU HAVE DECIDED TO
TACKLE THEM HEAD ON, TO SEARCH TOGETHER, TO PRAY, TO LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD AND
LET IT SHED LIGHT ON THE MOST COMPLEX HUMAN SITUATIONS. IT IS NOT FOR NOTHING THAT THE
BOOK OF ACTS STATES THAT ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST THE DISCIPLES "WERE ALL TOGETHER"
(2:1).IT IS WHEN WE ARE TOGETHER THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD BREATHES IN A SPECIAL WAY. WITH
THE CURRENT SYNOD, THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS ALSO SEEKING TO MAKE HERSELF MORE



AVAILABLE TO THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT BY INVITING CHRIST'S DISCIPLES TO DISCOVER HOW
MUCH WE NEED EACH OTHER.

YOU HAVE CHOSEN NOT TO LOOK AWAY FROM HUMAN SUFFERING AND THE PRESSING
EMERGENCIES OF THE MOMENT, BUT INSTEAD TO LOOK AT THESE REALITIES IN THE CONFIDENCE
THAT IT IS GIVEN TO YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SOLUTIONS. FOR IF THERE IS NO LACK OF
ANXIETY, IT IS NO LESS TRUE THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD NEVER CEASES TO WORK AND TO GIVE
RISE TO CREATORS OF FRATERNITY, SOLIDARITY AND UNITY. BY OPENING YOURSELF TO THE
PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST, BY LETTING HIM UNIFY YOUR HEARTS, YOU ARE PREPARING TO
BE AMONG THEM.

THE HOLY FATHER ASKS THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BLESS YOU, THE YOUNG CATHOLICS, ORTHODOX AND
PROTESTANTS, WHO ARE JOINING THE EUROPEAN MEETING IN THOUGHT AND PRAYER, AND HE
ENTRUSTS YOU TO THE PROTECTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY. MAY YOU CONTINUE TO BE PILGRIMS
OF TRUST WHEREVER THE LORD SENDS YOU!

CARDINAL PIETRO PAROLIN

SECRETARY OF STATE



