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Pubblichiamo di seguito il testo del Messaggio che il Santo Padre Leone XIV ha inviato ai partecipanti 8°
Congresso dei Leader delle Religioni Mondiali e Tradizionali, che si terra ad Astana (Kazakistan) il 17 e 18
settembre 2025:

Messaggio del Santo Padre

Peace, Shalom, Salam, bebitiuinik (Beybitshilik)!

| send heartfelt greetings to all those participating in the 8th Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions, convened in Astana under the theme “Dialogue of Religions: Synergy for the Future.” In particular, |
acknowledge with gratitude His Excellency Mr Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan. You have gathered from every corner of the globe to renew friendships and forge new ones, united
in our common desire to bring healing to our fractured and wounded world. This theme is especially timely,
underscoring the vital role of interreligious dialogue in an age marked by violent conflict.

At its heart, “synergy” means working together — both with one another and with the Divine. Every authentic
religious impulse fosters dialogue and cooperation, grounded in our innate awareness of the interdependence
that binds individuals and nations. From this perspective, working together in harmony is not merely a pragmatic
choice, but a reflection of the deeper order of reality. It aligns with the very fabric of our shared existence as
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members of the one human family. In the depth of our conscience, this awareness gives rise to a profound
sense of solidarity — the conviction that we are responsible for one another (cf. John Paul ll, Sollicitudo Rei
Socialis, 30 December 1987, 38). Solidarity, then, is synergy in action: the lived expression of loving our
neighbor as ourselves on a global scale.

Such collaboration is not a call to erase differences, but rather an invitation to embrace diversity as a source of
mutual enrichment. The Catholic Church, for her part, acknowledges and esteems all that is “true and holy” in
other religions (Nostra Aetate, 28 October 1965, 2). Indeed, she seeks to foster authentic synergy by bringing
the distinct gifts of each tradition to the table of encounter, where each faith contributes its unique wisdom and
compassion in service of the common good.

In this endeavor, “synergy for the future” is not an abstract slogan but a living reality that has already borne fruit.
The historic gathering of religious leaders for prayer in Assisi in 1986, convened by Pope John Paul I,
demonstrated that there can be no peace among nations without peace among religions. More recently, the
Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together, signed in Abu Dhabi in 2019 by my
venerable predecessor Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, offered a clear
blueprint for how religious synergy can advance global peace and coexistence. We witnessed this same spirit at
the last meeting of this Congress in 2022, where leaders of diverse faiths, including Pope Francis, came
together to condemn violence and extremism, advocate for the care of refugees, and call upon all leaders to
work jointly for peace. These high-level commitments are reflected in concrete actions: when natural disasters
strike, when refugees are forced to flee, or when families suffer from extreme poverty and hunger, faith
communities often unite, working side by side to bring relief and hope to those most in need.

The future we envision — a future of peace, fraternity and solidarity — calls for the commitment of all hands and
all hearts. When religious leaders stand together in defence of society’s most vulnerable, join in planting trees to
care for our common home, or raise a united voice in support of human dignity, they bear witness to the truth
that faith unites more than it divides. In this way, synergy becomes a powerful sign of hope for all humanity,
revealing that religion, at its core, is not a source of conflict but a wellspring of healing and reconciliation.

With these sentiments, | trust that the work of this Congress will inspire us to work tirelessly for harmony,
creating a synergy for peace — one that, as | have said before, “is unarmed and disarming, humble and
persevering,” always seeking charity and drawing close to those who suffer (Urbi et Orbi, 8 May 2025). Let us
pray side by side, serve shoulder to shoulder, and speak with one voice wherever human dignity is at risk. May
the Almighty bless our efforts and bring forth abundant fruits for the good of all people.

From the Vatican, 14 September 2025

LEO PP. XIV
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