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¢ Le Udienze

Il Santo Padre ha ricevuto questa mattina in Udienza:

- S.E. il Signor Benedict Batabe Assorow, Ambasciatore del Ghana presso la Santa Sede, in occasione della
presentazione delle Lettere Credenziali;

- S.E. Mons. Heiner Wilmer, S.C.1., Vescovo di Hildesheim (Repubblica Federale di Germania);

- S.E. Mons. Héctor Luis Zordan, M.SS.CC., Vescovo di Gualeguaychu (Argentina);

- Partecipanti all'Incontro promosso dalla Fondazione per lo studio e la ricerca sull’infanzia e I'adolescenza;
- Partecipanti all'Incontro della Federazione Monasteri Agostiniani d’ltalia;

- S.E. Mons. Rolando José Alvarez Lagos, Vescovo di Matagalpa (Nicaragua);

- Partecipanti al Convegno promosso dal Dicastero delle Cause dei Santi.
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¢ Le Lettere Credenziali del’ Ambasciatore del Ghana presso la Santa Sede

Questa mattina, nel Palazzo Apostolico Vaticano, il Santo Padre Leone XIV ha ricevuto in Udienza S.E. il Signor
Ben Batabe Assorow, Ambasciatore del Ghana presso la Santa Sede, in occasione della presentazione delle
Lettere Credenziali.

Riportiamo di seguito i cenni biografici essenziali del nuovo Ambasciatore:
S.E. il Sig. Ben Batabe Assorow

Ambasciatore del Ghana presso la Santa Sede

Enato il 22 settembre 1956 a Navrongo.

Esposato e ha quattro figli.

Ha studiato presso I'lstituto per Giornalismo a Accra (1976 — 1978); Giornalismo e Relazioni pubbliche presso
I'Universita Pro-Deo, ora DEFUNCT a Roma (1978 — 1980); e Missiologia e Comunicazione presso I'Universita
Gregoriana a Roma (1993 - 1995).

Ha ricoperto vari incarichi come Reporter per diverse Agenzie, Radio, TV e Intestate giornalistiche. Tra questi:
Assitant Secretary, Dipartimento per le Comunicazione (Chiesa cattolica) (1981 — 1983); Acting Secretary (1983
— 1988); Acting Editor del giornale cattolico settimanale The Standard (1984 — 1985); Executive Secretary (1988
—2006); Acting Editor del giornale cattolico settimanale The Standard (1995 — 1998); Ag. Manager, The
Standard Newspapers & Magazines Ltd. (SNAM) (1996 — 2000); Direttore delle Comunicazioni, Symposium of
Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM) (2005 — 2016); Membro della National Media
Commission (NMC) (2019 - 2025)

[01545-IT.01]

4 Rinunce e nomine

Nomina del Vescovo di Raphoe (Irlanda)

Il Santo Padre ha nominato Vescovo della Diocesi di Raphoe (Irlanda) S.E. Mons. Niall Coll, trasferendolo dalla
Diocesi di Ossory.

Curriculum Vitae

S.E. Mons. Niall Coll € nato a Letterkenny il 25 agosto 1963. Ha compiuto gli studi teologici presso il St. Patrick’s
College di Maynooth, e presso la Pontificia Universita Gregoriana di Roma dove ha conseguito il Dottorato in S.
Teologia.

Estato ordinato sacerdote per la Diocesi di Raphoe il 3 luglio 1988.
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Ha ricoperto i seguenti incarichi: Insegnante presso il St. Eunan’s College di Letterkenny (1988-1992);
Insegnante di Teologia al St. Patrick’s College di Maynooth (1995-1998); Vicario Parrocchiale a Dungloe (1998-
2001); Docente di Studi Religiosi ed Educazione Religiosa presso il Collegio Universitario St. Mary’s a Belfast
(2001-2019); Parroco di Drumholm-Ballintra (2019-2021) e successivamente di Donegal (Tawnawilly) e di Clare;
Organizzatore di convegni ed esercizi spirituali per il clero; Scrittore di articoli per varie testate; Direttore
Editoriale della rivista Le Chéile.

Nominato Vescovo di Ossory il 28 ottobre 2022, ha ricevuto la consacrazione il 22 gennaio successivo.

[01546-IT.01]

¢ Messaggio del Prefetto del Dicastero per il Servizio dello Sviluppo Umano e Integrale in
occasione della Giornata Mondiale della Pesca 2025

“We have not caught anything, but at your word | will let down the nets” (Luke 5:5)
Dear brothers and sisters,

in this Jubilee Year 2025 the central message of hope accompanies us. In his convocation of the same Jubilee,
Pope Francis began by mentioning St. Paul: “hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5). Without a doubt, the Apostle
to the Nations had traveled the seas many times, even been shipwrecked, although always fortified by hope in
Christ. And how can we not recall the ancient ways that Christian pilgrims traveled not only on foot but also by
sea?

Put out into the deep and let down the nets! Christ says to his disciples. This is a call to hope, to have faith! And
St. Peter answers: “"Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your command | will
lower the nets!” (Luke 5:5). This is what fishermen do every day. They let down their nets with hope.

Each since 1998, is celebrated the World Day of Fishing is celebrated on 21 November. Its objective is to call
attention to the way of life in the fishing sector. It also supports sustainable fishing, recognizing and rendering
homage to the fishing communities of all the world and highlighting the importance of this activity for human life
and the health of ecosystems. Besides the Jubilee, this year marks the tenth anniversary of the encyclical
Laudato si’ (LS) of Pope Francis, which dedicates significant attention to the care of the seas and oceans,
considering them part of the “common home” and of the global ecological equilibrium. “Many of the poor live in
areas particularly affected by phenomena related to warming, and their means of subsistence are largely
dependent on natural reserves and ecosystemic services such as (...) fishing” (LS 25). Pope Francis also
referred to destructive methods of fishing with their fateful consequences and also linked the crisis of the oceans
with unjust working conditions in the fishing industry, the trafficking in persons and the impact on impoverished
coastal communities. (cf. LS 33, 41, 142). The seas are not only a physical reality, but also a spiritual space of
interdependence between the human being and all Creation. In a special way, fishermen can be guardians of
Creation. Lamentably, many fishermen face storms far beyond the seas: low income, job insecurity, poor
working conditions, being far from their families. We must not forget that behind each catch there is a life, a
family, a call to integral development!

Highly industrialized fishing is also a great threat for artisanal fleets as it decreases the catch that remains. In
addition, the large ships leave contaminated residues that damage coastal ecosystems. On board the large
industrial fishing tankers, the crews remain for months, living in reduced and uncomfortable spaces, away from
their families, with work hours that often exceed legislated limits. Many of them are migrants, who in some cases
are contracted under discriminatory conditions. So, the fishing sector in general has a sinister side: according to
the International Labor Organization, fishing and the occupations related to it are some of the most dangerous
professions (cf. Safety and Health in the Fishing Industry: Report for discussion at the Tripartite Meeting on
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Safety and Health in the Fishing Industry, Geneva, 1999). By contrast, St. Pope John Paul Il reminds us: “human
work is a key, probably the essential key, to the whole social question, if we try to see that question really from
the point of view of man's good” (LE 3).

The recent apostolic exhortation Dilexi te (DT) of Pope Leo XIV has some illuminating paragraphs on the sinful
structures that cause extreme poverty and inequalities in. These structures of injustice are “social sin” (DT, 90-
93). This also applies to the world of fishing, considering that in the value chain of fishing the active assumption
of responsibilities is lacking due to the nature and the immensity of the oceans, and it is extremely difficult to
control human activities there (cf. Orientations Aqua Fons vitae, Vatican, 2020 § 87 and 89). Nonetheless, “we
need to be increasingly committed to resolving the structural causes of poverty” (DT 94), also in the fishing
sector. This commitment involves valuing and promoting human dignity. It is evident that the care of the seas
and fishing is intimately tied to the care of persons. Besides the controls that are necessary to apply the laws
and measures pertaining to working conditions of fishermen, in this World Day of Fishing, it is important to
emphasize the need to watch over the defense of the dignity of the fishermen (including those engaging in
aquaculture) and their families, seeking their integral development. Voice must be given to fishermen lest the
policies and laws that affect them be discussed only by those who “live and reason from the comfortable position
of a high level of development and a quality of life well beyond the reach of the majority of the world’s
population” (LS 49). John Paul Il always spoke to us of the corresponsibility of those who dedicated themselves
to fishing on both the small or large scale, as well as the different forms of solidarity in free associations. We
should encourage the active participation of all who work in fishing in decisions that affect their life and work
(Address of Pope John Paul |l to Participants in the World Conference of the FAO on Fisheries Management
and Development 1984).

The Church, through the Work of the Apostolate of the Sea, aims to be present where fishermen and sailors are
suffering the most. In coastal parishes and in ports, their chaplains and voluntaries accompany those who
endure long absences from their families, dangerous working conditions and hard days at sea, becoming also
spokespersons for their dignity. Thank you for this service!

We commend all sailors, fishermen and their families to the maternal protection, of Mary, Stella Maris. Even
when tired, in the midst of the storm, lacking decent conditions of life, far from families and friends, having
caught nothing, nevertheless with the faith of St Peter, “at your command, | will lower the nets” (Luke 5:5). May
Mary guide and protect those who plow the seas and, with her maternal intercession, sustain everyone in hope,
in justice and in the commitment to the care of the seas.

Card. Michael Czerny, S.I.
[01550-EN.01] [Original text: English]
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